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Philately 


150  Lincoln  Stamp 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


fi(zsr  Lincoln 
^  .  Stamp 


'J'HE  Lincoln  who  emerged  "from 


the  Civil  War  in  1865  w^s  a 
vastly  different  Lincoln  from  the 
timid,    indecisive   President  who 
took  command  in  1861.    In  his 
inaugural  he  had  merely  exhorted 
the  secedmg  states  to  return  to 
the  Union;  when  Fort  Sumter  was 
fired  upon  he  had  wavered  be- 
tween the  advice  of  every  mem-  1 
ber  of  his  cabinet.  Later  he  was  I 
bandied  about  by  a  rash  cabal  of  i 
headstrong  senators.  { 
But  somewhere  in  the  struggle  ■ 
fairly  early,  Lincoln  had  found 
himself.   Thenceforth,  he  took  af-  \ 
fairs  in  his  own  hands  and  never 
quite  relinquished  supreme  con- 
trol.   Toward  the  end,  facing  a 
balky    Congress,    he    planned  a 
huge  program  of  reconstruction 
But  John  Wilkes  Booth  cut  his- 
tory short  on  the  fateful  night  o£ 
April  14.  1865.    Booth  stole  into 
Lincoln's  box  at  the  Ford  Theater 
and  shot  the  President  through 
the  head. 

A  year  later.  June  1866,  Lin- 
coln's likeness  appeared,  on  a  15- 
cent  value  of  the  U.  S.  series  of 
1861.  The  Lincoln  stamp,  black, 
is  reproduced  here,  slightly  more 
than  one  and  one-half  times  ac- 
tual size. 

(Copyi  ife'ht,  1938,  NEA  Service  Inc  ^ 


NEXT:  Who  was  president  ot 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of 


1787? 
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The  Stamp  Collector 


Mr.  Cabeen  will  answer  quegtion* 
about  slamps,  except  concerning 
values.  Do  not  ask  where  stampa 
may  be  sold,  as  the  Stamps  and 
Coins  advertising  section  adjoining 
contains  offers  to  buy  and  sell.  In- 
close a  stamped,  self-addressed  en- 
velope  for  reply. 

During   the  period   the  Plimpton 
Manufacturing  company  held  the  con- 
tract for  providing  the  United  States 
stamped  envelopes,  the  government 
decided  to  issue  a  special  series  in 
1876  to  call  attention  to  the  centen- 
nial exhibition  at  Philadelphia.  This 
appears  to  have  been  the  first  an- 
nounced special  issue  ever  put  out 
by   the   United   States  goverrment. 
Many  collectors  look  upon  the  15  cent 
blac":    adhesive    stamp    which  was; 
issued  April  15,  1866,  as  a  memorial 
to  Abraham  Lincoln  and  this  may 
have  been  the  intention  at  the  time, 
,  but  no  announcement  was  made. 
The  same  is  true  o£  the  first  stamp 
to  bear  Lincoln's  portrait,  the  25  cent 
red,    periodical    stamp,    which  was 
issued  in  September,  1865,  but  in  this 
case  the  color  contradicts  any  idea  of 
a  commemorative  issue.    It  has  long 
been    suspected    that    the  adhesive 
issue  of  1869  was  intended  to  com- 
memorate something,  but  the  subjects 
of  this  pictorial  and  portrait  issue 
are  so  diverse  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  say  what  was  intended  and  the 
government  made  no  announcement 
or  comment  at  the  time. 


-By  Richard  McP.  Cabmen- 


War  President 
First  Honored 
By  1866  Issue 

15c,  Black,  Was  NalJou's 
First  Coiiiuiciuoraliv  c ; 
Birth  Date  Marked  in '09 

By  Ernest  /\.  Kchr 

\        While  the  132d  buthUay  ut  Abra- 
\      ham    Lincohi    will    be  celebrattcl 
"      Wednesday  by  Aniuiicans  generally 
i       and  as  a  legal  liolitlay  in  twenty-live 
states,    philatelists    constantly  are 
I.  '     aware  of  the  Civil  War  President's 
life  and  achievements  through  the 
'      many  postage  stamps  depicting  him 
Issued   by   the   United   States  and 
'i  \      foreign  countries  since  18C(j. 

The  original  Lincoln  stamp,  the 
15-cent,  bluclc,  adhesive  of  IHtlti,  pro- 
duced   by    the    National  Banknote 
Company,  actually  is  the  fust  of  all 
American    conunL-morative  stamps. 
The  15-cent  denomniation  was  re- 
qun-ed  because  of  the  rate  for  regis- 
.   0       tered  letters  that  was  put  Into  ef- 
.!       feet  the  year  it  was  issued,  but  the 
I        selection  of  Lincoln's  portrait  wa:^ 
a  tribute  to  the  assassinated  Presi- 
j  dent. 

The  stamp  was  i.ssued  on  July  15. 
"  one  year  to  the  day  after  Lincoln 
<i  died.  The  fact  that  it  was  printed 
~- V '  in  black  is  considered  by  many 
X  philatelists  as  still  anotlier  point  in 
favor  of  classifyin:^'  the  adhesive  as 
■  ;       a  commemorative 

After  1366,  the  portrait  of  Lincoln 
!      was  included  on  at  least  one  stamjJ 
'  '       of  nearly  every  regular  series  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  appeared  on 
two  commemoratives. 

Coinnieiuorulive  in  1;>0!) 

On  Jan.  2-2,  1909,  Congress  adopted 
a  joint  resolution  reading,  "Re- 
solved by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States 
'  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
that  the  Postmaster  General  is 
hereby  authorized  to  design  and  is- 
sue a  special  postage  stamp,  of  the 
v>  c'enomination  of  two  cents,  in  com- 
Tuemoration  of  the  lUUth  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln." 

The  central  vignette  of  this  com- 
memorative  depicts  the  head  of 
Lincoln  as  taken  from  tlie  statue  by 
Augustus  St.  Gaudens,  in  Lincoln 
Park,  Chicago.  At  the  bottom  is  a 
nbbon  inscribed,  "li!09— Feb.  12— 
1009,"  the  dates  of  his  birth  and  the 
anniversary.  Th.e  stamp  was  issued 
perforated  for  use  by  the  public  and 
imperforate  lor  distribution  to  vend- 
ing machine  comixmies  wlio  a|3p!ied 
private  perforation  slugs  to  lit  the 
machines. 

The  design  also  exists  on  '-bluish 
paper,"  a  high  quality  stock  with 
about  33  per  c-^nt  rag  content,  with 
which  the  Post  Oitice  Department 
was  experimenting  m  an  attempt  to 
overcome  the  uneven  shrinkage  of 
ordinary  paper  that  caused  ditticul- 
lies  in  perforating. 


LI.\COI.\  ST  iMfS — i  ariiiiis  tifsifiiti  iiitrtrayiii^  Cri'ut  t^iuniiti /xilor 


Lincoln  IMeiuoriul  Issue 

On  Lincoln's  birthday  in  1923  the 
United  States  added  a  new  $1  stamp 
to  the  regular  series  then  current, 
which  shows  a  view  of  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  in  Washington.  Although 
this  IS  a  common  stamp  in  used  con- 
dition, a  specimen  canceled  at 
Springfield,  111.,  on  PVb.  12.  1923,  has 
a  catalogue  value  of  $9. 

When  the  Presidential  series, 
which  is  now  the  regular  set  for  oidi- 
nary  postage,  was  introduced  m  I'SM. 
Lincoln  was  placed  on  the  IG-cent 
denomination  to  remind  Americans 
who  use  the  stamp  that  he  was  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the  republic. 
The  portrait  used  for  the  stamp  was 
taken  from  a  bust  by  Sara  Fisher 
Ames  in  the  Senate  Gallery  in  Wash- 
ington 

Last  April,  when  a  new  postofflce 
was  opened  at  New  Salem,  111.,  the 
local  postmaster  applied  special 
cachets  to  all  envelopes  mailed  there 
as  a  postal  tribute  to  Luicoln,  who 
was  postmaster  of  that  town  in  1B36. 

The  latest  philatelic  honor  to  Lin- 
coln takes  the  form  of  another  stamp 
issued  at  the  New  York  World's  Fair 
on  Oct.  20,  1940,  to  mark  the  sev- 
enty-fifth anniversary  of  the  thir- 
teenth amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, through  which  slavery  was 
abolished  In  the  United  States. 

The  de^.ign  of  the  stamp  depicts 
the  statue  "Emancipation,"  by 
Thomas  Ball,  m  Lincoln  Park, 
Washington.  It  sliows  Lincoln 
standing  at  a  pedestal  with  his  left 
arm  extended  over  a  slave  who 
kneels,  in  broken  shackles,  at  his 
feet. 


Date  of  Observance  Cliaiigcd 

The  anniversary  of  the  amend- 
ment occurred  on  Dec.  18,  taut  the 
stamp  was  issued  earlier  "by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  it  marks  the  Dia- 
mond Jubilee  Celebration  being  held 
at  the  World's  Fair  on  Oct.  20  in 
connection  with  the  National  Mem- 
orial to  the  Progress  of  the  Colored 
Race  in  America." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this 
stamp  is  res|joiisible  for  changing 
the  date  of  future  celebrations  of 
anniversaries  of  the  amendment.  In 
thanking  Prank  C.  Walker,  Post- 
master General,  for  tlie  stamp,  Elder 
Lightfoot  Michaux,  who  directed  the 
jubilee  at  the  Fair,  .said,  "Hereafter 
the  colored  race  will  celebrate  Oct. 
20,  the  date  the  stamp  was  issued, 
rather  than  Dec.  18,  the  date  when 
the  amendment  was  signed  in  ItiGf)." 

The  portrait  of  Lincoln  has  been 
used  as  the  main  design  of  stamped 
envelopes,  postal  cards,  iiewspapej' 
adhesives  and  official  stamps. 

Because  United  States  stamp.s 
were  overprinted  for  use  in  the 
Spanish  colonies  acquired  after  tht 
Spanish-American  war,  Lincoln  alsc 
appears  on  issues  prepared  for  Cuba 
Guam,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Philip- 
pine Islands.  When  the  first  defini- 
tive issue  was  |jre|jarcd  for  tlu 
Philippines  in  1906,  the  portrait  ol 
Lincoln  was  retained  and  placed  or 
the  12-centavo  stamjj,  whicli  con- 
tinued in  cui'rent  use  until  1932. 


Philadelphia  Jnquirer, 


2-5-5S 


By  FRANKLIN  R.  BRUNS,  JR. 

It  is  apparent  postal  ofiBcials 
have  decided  to  release  the  four 
FIPEX  issues  on  an  alternate-day 
basis,  rather  than  one  it^m  on  each 
of  the  first  four  days. 

On  the  basis  of  present  planning, 
the  11-cent  souvenir  sheet  will 
appear  Saturday,  April  28,  fol- 
lowed by  the  3-cent  commemora- 
tive stamp  on  April  30,  the  6-cent 
airmail  envelope  May  2,  and  the 
2-cent  postcard  May  4.  If  there  is 
any  change  in  present  thinking  it 
will  probably  affect  only  the  postal 
card,  moving  the  release  date  up  to 
May  3. 

Under  any  circumstances,  release 
of  four  special  philatelic  items  in 
eight  days  will  place  a  severe  strain 
on  first-day  facilities.  The  sou- 
venir sheet  and  stamp  are  not  too 
bad  in  that  collectors  will  be  able 
to  address  their  own  envelopes, 
but  in  the  cases  of  the  stamped  en- 
velope and  postal  card,  collectors 
obviously  can't  address  them,  and 
that  chore  therefore  will  fall  di- 
rectly on  the  postal  staff. 
GADSDEN  STAMP  DROPPED 

The  3-cent  Gadsden  Purchase 
commemorative,  last  of  the  1953 
issues,  has  been  removed  from  sale 
at  the  Philatelic  Agency  in  Wash- 
ington. 

•   •  • 

A  Senate  bill  calls  for  a  special 
series  of  stamps  this  year  in  recog- 
nition of  the  American  Red  Cross 
Blood  Bank  program.  Another  pro- 
vides for  a  special  series  in  honor 
of  Hannah  Dustin,  pioneer  hero- 
ine. 

THE  COIN  WORLD 

New  York  State  brought  out  its 
first  coinage  in  1787  when  the  "Ex- 
celsior" cents  appeared.  In  the 
same  year  there  were  other  Cents 
now  referred  to  as  the  Clinton,  In- 
dian and  Arms,  Indian  and  Eagle, 
figure  seated  left,  figure  .seated 
right,  and  small-head  types. 

Most  valuable  are  the  Clinton, 
New  York  Arms,  Eagle  and  small- 
head  types. 

U.  S.  HISTORY  ON  STAMPS 

At  the  height  of  his  popularity, 
having  seen  the  United  States 
through  a  bitter  internal  conflict, 
Lincoln  gave  much  thought  to  the 
South,  and  to  means  whereby  its 
economic  plight  might  be  quickly 
repaired.  He  proposed  an  appro- 
priation of  $400,000,000  to  assist  the 
Soutliern  States  in  a  return  to  nor- 
malcy. His  goals  were  brought  to  a 
sudden  cessation  by  a  shot  from  the 
gun  of  John  Wilkes  Booth  ""while 
sitting  in  Ford's  Theater. 

Lincoln  died  April  15,  1865.  On 


LINCOLN  STAMP 

April  15,  1866,  a  15-cent  black 
postage  stamp  was  released 
(Scott's  No.  77,  Minkus'  No.  53) 
which  many  believe  to  have  been 
the  first  United  States  commemo- 
rative (or  memorial)  stamp.  The 
fact  that  the  stamp  appeared  in 
mourning  color  exactly  one  year 
after  Lincoln's  death  would  cer- 
tainly warrant  this  belief. 


XT    ,  ,-nux-l    I'.xtrLHiely  I-iiu-  (Photo)  lU.OU 

736         15C  Black  Lincoln  (77).  Nc.t  .nd  cane 
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15C  Black  Lincoln  (77).  Fresh,  full  o.  g.,  centered  slightly  to  R.,  Very^Fme 


STi^PS 


|i  After  Lincoln's  death  the  new  d,e- 
^nomination  in  United  States  issues, 
0he  15  cent,  1866  appeared  in  black, 
'.'^'2.6  color  of  mourning.  The  sombre 
Ji)lat"k  was  a  tribute  to  the  martyred 


<sident.     In  1869,  the  short  lived 


.'■a^.t  appeared  with  Lincoln's  bust  on 
|the  the  six-cent  blue,  and  in  1870, 
sthe  six-cent  stamp  portrait  of  Lin- 
|coln,  appeared  in  lively  carmine. 
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